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T he Birthday Party

ASSOCIAT ES, UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS, and library
fr ien ds to th e number of abou t 350 gathered at
th e Michigan League ballroom on May 8 for a
banquet. sp onsored by th e Associates' Board of
Govern ors, to celebrate th e 50th birthday of th e
Clemen ts Library. It was a bright and happy
occasion , in sp ite of inclement wea ther , and was
gra ced by the presen ce of J\Ir. Cleme n ts' daugh 
ter an d three of her children.

Rob ert P. Briggs, cha irman of the Board. pre
sided. Announcement was mad e by Edward ,",V.
Bowe n, Board member from Bay City. of the
success of the Associates' fund ra ising campaign
for the benefit of the library (see adjoin ing
column). Other governors and Library staff
served as table hosts.

Pr esident and Mrs. Fleming were hosts at a
reception for the governo rs, the speaker, an d a
few other gu ests at their home before the d inner.
Open house was held a t the Library during th e
after n oon, with a specia l exhibition of memor a
bilia relating to Mr. Clemen ts and th e Library's
dedication in 1923.

Carl isle H . Humelsin e, president of Colonial
Williamsburg, was th e spe aker of the even ing.
H e ex pressed his gratitude to the Library for
the in formation foun d here when restoration of
Virginia's cap ita l village began forty years ago.
He wen t on to ill uminate th e recent n ational
movement for preser vation and restoration of
landmarks and buildings, em phas izing th e de
penden ce of such efforts u pon research libraries
like th e Clements. 1\1r. Humelsin e ch ar me d hi s
a ud ience with vivid examples of th e educati onal
wor k being performed in arousing public inter
est through living museums.

Mr. Peckham responded on behalf of the Li
brary with warm thanks for the splendid ban
quet and the ex traordinary success of th e fund
rai sin g among the Associates. Members who wer e

unable to be present missed a glorious anni
versary occasion.

Over th e Tot,

THE NINE ~IONTH'S campaign by the Associates
to raise a birthday fund for the Library has suc
ceeded beyond th e Board's Iondest hopes. The
goal was $50,000, as appropriate for the 50[h
anniversary. A few very generous donors among
th e hundreds of contributors pushed the total
amount ra ised to $59,085. J am es Schoff, who
served as campa ign chairman, unfortunately
cou ld not be h ere for the victory dinner.

The sp ea ker generously de cla red hi s intention
to donate his honorarium from the U n iversi ty to
th e cam paign fun d, Mr. Peckh am announced .
The Board of Governors no w is in a position to
acq uire a signi fican t collection of material or
pa rticipate h eavil y in an important a ucti on .

A few gifts were ear-ma rked for special pur
poses, entirely acceptable to the Board, The
cam paign demon strated that a Universit y asset
wh ose appea l is primar il y intellectual, ra the r
than visua l or a udi tor-y, can yet win suppor t
from alumni and fri ends. Associa tes are to be
con gratulated on catch ing the vision of wh at a
hi stori cal library of this type can be. The ex
perience was reassuring , as everyone looks for 
ward to a fruitful fi l st year in the institution's
grow th.

M r. Clements as a Collector

'VE H OP ED AGAI NST HOP E that a pre-view copy
of the ne w book on Mr. Clements would arr ive
in time to be shown at our 50th anniversar y
ba nquet, hut the publisher could not quite make
it. It will appear before our n ext Quarto, so
notice of it is appropr iate in this issue .

The book was ably researched and wri tt en by
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Mrs. Margaret .Maxwell as a doctoral di sserta
tion in the School of Library Science. She has
revised it for publication by N. Israel in Amster
dam, who has specialized in books for bibli
ophiles, under th e title Shap ing a Library: W il·
liam L . Clements as a Coll ector.

Mrs. Maxwell traces Mr. Clements' birth and
education in Ann Arbor, his mov e to Bay Cit y
to enter his father 's industrial plant, an d h is
meeting with Aaron Cooke, an American history
buff. In 1903 Mr. Clemen ts bought Cooke's hold
ings and began collecting in earnest, guide d by
dealers , historians, and bibliographers. Other
collectors move across th e stage. Mr. Cl em ents
wa s elected a Regent of the University in 1908
and was appointed to th e Michigan Historical
Commission. By 1922 he had filled up h is house
with bo oks and decided to give th em to his alma
mater and er ect a suitable building for them.

Along th e way he en countered man"
but everyth ing worked out sa ti sfact~
library h e founded.

The story does not stop th ere, but 
his search for a d irec tor, his growing n' ".""'".
British m anuscript col lecet ions, and hn
gifts to th e library before his deat h in
final cha p ter apprai ses his accomplishmae..
hook is well written and profusely ill
We believe that many of our Associa tes
jo y reading it, for it shows th at th e
co llection did not j just happen. Assccia....
ccived ad vance notices from th e pnblis
if you did not act then, hi s address is :\ico
Keizersgracht 526, Amsterdam lO02, T he . ~

lands.

T echnol ogy

IT I s GENERALLY conceded that the Unit ed
became an industrial n ation af ter the Civil
Individual craftsmanship an d family m

turing declined r apidly. The factory an<!
corporation gr ew up quickly together . It \li

th e result of in vention, technological im
m ents, available power, capital to len d,
bu siness en terpr ise. Industrial developrn
beyond our scope in t ime, but the begin ni
technology reach back in to th e eighteen th
tur-y and show up repeatedly in th e first haJi
th e nineteenth By means of the Fred eric
Upton Fund we ar e p icking up those t

logi cal books th at presage our emerge nce as
industrial pm·ver.

For instance, we acq uired J ames Renwi
T reat ise on th e Steam En gin e (N. Y. 1830). Wriii:
ten by a Columbia U nivers i ty professor , th is
the mo st com prehensive treatise on th e subj
produced in America, and of course the engise
was on e of our grea t sources of ener gy.
o th er title s. of the 1850's we acquired dealt wi
improvements on locomotives, the control oi
rubber, and a m echanic's manual. We look £01"
ward to fur th er gr owth in this area.

Mo rmon R eflect ions

IN 1829, WHEN Joseph Sm ith was establish in z
the new Mormon sect at Palmyra, New YOT

there was a weekly periodical called The R e
flector being published in that village by an
Obediah Do gberry (a pseudonym ?) The journal.



"',e have recen tly p urchased. consists of
articles on science. h istory. and biography,

01 curren t news and local gossip. It wou ld
.,. have been of li ttl e in teres t to the Li
except for its freq uent references to the

religious group.

editor in it ial!" a~'{e.a.~"d. '-<>. lC-:.-:.1,. ~"" ~%;
toward th e Mormons, and in fact was

of so-called liberals who mad e adverse
ents about th em. T he earl y issues of T he

ClOT printed severa l chapters from the Book
\forman before they were even published in

form. By the summer of 1830. however , th e
toe was taking a di stinctl y less friendly tOIlC.
now sa tirized the Book of Morm on as the
k of Pukei, " and there were freq uen t sar

ic referen ces to "Jo Smi th" and the "Golden
1:. apos tles:' Dogberry told of a ma n who

- trea ted his wife in an attempt to force her
110 accept J oseph Smith's teachings. He also
printed a letter from a rea der who praised him
lor bei ng the only ed itor in Pal myra who had
the courage to expose the impos tors.

One of th e last men tions of the Mor mons is in
the issue of February I, 1831, in wh ich a corre
-sponden t [rom W aterl oo, New York. sta tes th at
Rigdon and other Mormon lead ers have sold
their land an d are abou t to leave [or th e area
around Painesville, Oh io. The Mormons a t
n-ibuted their departure to the lack of charity
and br other! y love among the prevailing Chris.
tian sects of New Yor k sta te.

The It efiector is ex tremely rare. T he New-York
H istor ical Society is the on ly library we know of
whose run of the periodical is as com p lete as
ours.

M r. Danu Speaks

IN R ESP O NSE to a growing interest in the re
ligiou s aspects of the Revolutionar y period, T he
Insti tu te of Early Am eri can Hi story and Cu lture
jo ined forces with th e Am erican Society of
Ch urc h Hi story to spo nsor a con ference on "Re
ligion in the Era of th e Ame r ican Re volution,"
in William sburg, Va., March 3(}...3 I.

J ohll Dan n, our Cura tor of Manuscr ipts, pre·
sented a p aper on "The Religious Im pulse for
Reform in th e R evol u tionary Era: The Southern
Experi ence. 1780--1830" ,·..h ich was well rece ived .
Ill ustra tive of th e Library's growing strength in
the field, three of th e twelve speakers employed
O U T holdin gs in th e research for thei r papers.

Committee of M anagement

THE LIBRARY' S COM M ITrEE OF !\fA NAGEM ENT me t
on ~fay 9 to hear the director 's report on opel'·
at ions the past eigh t mon ths . Members were
suffused in the glow of the 50th an niversary
celebration and the pleasant, even over~owerin~

news of th e Associa tes' fund raising success.

The Bicentenn ial proj ect supported by a gran t
from Lilly Endowme n t is mo ving toward com
pletion of two books. A contra ct has been sign ed
with the Un iversi ty of Ch icago Press for publi
cation of them next year. T wo items relating to
Ann Arbor 's beginnings were tran sferred to th e
Mi chi gan Hi storical Collections where they will
be utilized in the city's Sesq uice ntennial cele
bra tion next year. Budget matters were rev iewed,
and J am es Scho ff was recommended to succeed
himself for another term on the Committee.
O ther developments were discussed and plans
la id.

W ar of / 8/2 Man uscripts

1J.- L ARGELY FORGOTIEN by th e general pu blic.
the W ar of 1812 embod ied as much of th e patri 
otic exci tement. political rage, and military frus
tr ation as any armed con flict in Ame r ican history.

Over th e past decade, the Librar y has stead ily
accumula ted a sign ifican t collecction of manu
scri p ts relating to the nat ion 's "Second W ar for
Independence." T he pa pers of career army officers
J acob Brown and Ch r istopher Van Deven ter,
th ose of naval com ma nders Dav id Por ter and
Oliver H azard Perry, th e Thomas Chew Papers.
the Capt. J ohn L. Fink Orderly Books, all ac
quired since 1960, am p lify an a lrea dy sign ifican t
body of mat er ial doc ume n ting American and
Br it ish participa tion in th e ' Var.

\Ve h ave now ad ded some 300 add itiona l it ems
10 our War of 1812 holdings, with th e acquis i
tion of manuscript records kept a t Fort Green ,
Spermaceti Cove, and Sandy Hook, between
September 1814 an d January 1815. The purchase
was made possib le by the Clemen ts Library
Associa tes,

The variety of journals. order ly books, re
tu rns, a nd muster rolls wh ich make up the pur
chase provides considerable informat ion on the
coastal defenses of New York harbor. In stalla
tions of th is sor t were of an impermanent nature
and the records are scarce. T he detail of the
manuscripts adds a d imens ion to our collections
not previously represented.



Coffee and Culture

OUR ACTJVE WOMEN'S committee of the Associ
ates has spon sore d three morning coffee hours
a t th e Library to introduce other women to th e
institution and its work. Guests are invited ,
transported to the Library. served coffee and
cookies or doughnut hol es. and then driven home
after the director spea ks to them and shows some
letter s fro m women of the Revolutionary peri od.
The gues ts seem to find it a pleasant h our. Some
arc relatively new to Ann Arbor and have not
h ad previou s occas ion to visit th e Library; others
are older resi de nts who know vagu ely about the
conten ts of th e building but ha ve not paid a
real visit. One group was from neighboring
towns.

In June all of the guests are being invited to

an even ing reception so as to bring their h us
bands. Mr. Peckham will speak again, this time
sho wing some of the spectacu lar books. Out of
these ga the ri ngs new members for the Associates
will be found .

The hard-working committee, whi ch de serves
our thanks, is made lip of Mrs. Eleanor Wer
neue, chai rman; Mrs . Pat Cross ; Mrs. Frances
J elinek; Mrs . Janet Banning; Mrs. Madeleine
Schneider ; Mrs. Mary Kay Reaske: Mrs. Mary
Beuhler; Mrs . Mary Elizabeth Oneal; and Mrs.
Betty Mouzon . Mrs. Arlene Kleeb of the Lihrary
staff and Mrs. Mimi l\lcPherson were especiall y
helpful with out-of-town guests.

T exas Annexation

O NE OF TIlE B UR NING political issues of the 1830's
and 1840's was the question of the annexa tion
of T exas, and the Library has owned a number
of pamphlets setting forth the pros and con s of
the di spute. Recently we acquired the earliest
publicat ion on th e subject that we have owned
until now. In fact, Thomas Streeter's Biblia·
graphy of T exas speaks of it as " th e first pam
phlet advocating the annexation of T exas."

Considera tions on th e Propriety and Necessi ty
of A nnexing the Prov in ce of T ex as appeared
anon ymously in 1829, the author being identified
on th e title-page only as "A Revolutionary
Officer. " H e was \Villiam \Valton Morr-is, who
had apparen tly never seen T exas but derived
hi s information Irom visitors to Stephen F.
Au stin 's colony.

Morris spea ks glowingly of Texas and its
natural resources, particularly the lumber whi ch

could be used for building naval vessels.
bitterly critical of the Ad ams-Orris treat}' of

which established the northern and
boundaries of Texas and impugns the
of John Quincy Adams in agreeing to the
ment.

Stephen F. Austin had apparently either
or heard of the .Mor ris item soo n a fte r its
ca tion, for in a letter of 1830 he speaks of
pamphlet by a Revol ut ionary officer " as
harmful to the friendl y rel ation s of his c
with leading Mexicans.

Germ an A m ericana

FROM THE VAN N famil y fund in Binnin
Alaba ma, a contribution to the Associat es'
pa ign was received with the suggestion that
be used for books of German-Ameri can a. \"e
happy to report that three books have been
chased with this money. all in th e German
guage.

One is a German hymn book of th e Refo
Church, published in Germantown , Pa., in li
It contains a lso the Heidelber g ca tech ism
prin ted the year before. The second is Lud
Baumann's Abriss der Stuatsoeria ssun g [Bran
hurg 1776) in which the author describes van
regions of the United States, Canada, and S
America for prospective emigrants.' he indu
comments on government and religion here.
third item is Israel Benjamin's report on
three years in America, published in H annes
in 1862.

Inoasion of the South

SPONSORED BY THE Alumni Association office,
director of the Library spoke a t severa l alu
club dinner s in Georgia and Florida in Mar
Mr. Peckham talked about the grow th of
Library in fifty years by means of suppor t fr
th e Un ivers ity and from friends. H e also
ported on research projects initiated by the
brar y for th e coming Bicentennial of th e Amer
ican Revolution. T he alumni ap pea red plea
to hear wh at a di stinguished departmen t of th
Un iversity was doing.

On th e return trip Mr. Peckham took part '
a sym posium on th e Revolution ary \Var a
Munay State University in western Kentucky
As on e of three speakers he read a paper 0

th e British reaction to the Declaration of lnd~

pendence a nd participated in discussions witli

studen ts.
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