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Spring Program

J O A N M ORRI S A N D BILL B OLCOM , who in COIIl 

pa ny with Heri tage Americana provid ed suc h a
stun ning musical program fo r the Clemen ts Li
brary A SSO(:l3l es a year ago last fall , will return
for o ur spring program on April 22nd this year.

T he Hutch inson Famil y was o ne o f the most
popular and interestin g musi cal groups o f the
nineteenth century. Best rem embered today as
Abraham Lincoln's favor ite singers and as popu
la r ize rs ofsongs suc h as "T he Spider and th e Fly"
and "Tenting o n th e Old Cam p Ground ," they
we re a fixture o f the ant islavery movem ent and
ea rly Republ ican Part y affairs. The person nel of
the gro up cha nged occas iona lly, th ere being fif
tee n children in the fami ly. Their co nce rts were a
blend o f humorous, se ntime nta l, and reformi ng
so ngs , with a mixture o f so lo and harmonic
p ieces, and they clearly had a stage presence'
which melted the hearts of any audie nce.

Prof. Ronald Rollet o f the University, with
modest suppo rt fro m the Library and a gra nt
from the Museum of Modern Art, has been
doi ng research for a stage performance or film
o n the Hut ch inson s. T he Cleme nts Library pe r
forma nce o f April 22 m l, starr ingJoan Morris as
Abby Hutchinso n , will be the p remiere effor t.
Associates will receive more detail s thro ugh the
mail.

Our Oldest Letter

INMAv O r 1638, 26-year-o ld Henry Riley left his
pregnant ,...ife Rebecca in Wiltsh ire , Eng land ,
an d sa iled for Massachusetts, arriving three
mo nths later. On Oc tober II, he wrote from
Newbury his secon d le tter home to his "dearest
Beck," a letter which now stands as the earlies t
piece of American correspondence in the Cle
ments holdings. It is a re ce nt, much appreciated
gift of Chester G. Wold o f Hartland , Michi gan .

In three closely written pages, Ilenry sketches
his first impressions of Ne w England and ex 
presses his hope that Beck can join him soo n.
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Henry has fo und Massachusetts to his liking ,
"co nfident that there is noe Co untry under the
Sunn whe re men may more Comfor tlably] sub
sist if th ey be industriou s."

Biley's siste r, Mary, accom panied him on the
voyage, and she sent to Beck a list of th ings which
Beck should bring ,v·ith her to Ame rica. It in
cluded lace for handkerch iefs and d ress clothes;
yard goods of linen, wool, linsey- woolsey, wor
sted, and "slight stuff' (o r serge) for petticoa ts;
stockings; a pink "bo tto m"; primrose -colored
ribbo n; shoes - three pair russet and o ne pair
black ; a ta ffeta hood and a " tiffany'' (silk) hood ;
and even a "grass g ree n" waistcoat "ready made."

Hiley's easy style indicates that he di d not feel
so cut off from ho me as we often think ea rly
settlers must have been . And the grim image we
have ofdou r Puritans is som ew hat dispelled with
the ap pea rance o f o ff-the-rack grass-green waist
coats, primrose ribbons, lace-ed ged handker
chiefs, and pin k "botto ms."

Rebecca Bil cy did co me to Massachusetts with
in tbe next rear or so . Henry d ied abou t 1640,
not yet thirty years old. Rebecca survived nearly
into the next century and outlived fo ur husband s
before her death .

New Board M ember

\ \' 1:: ARE P L EA SED to note the addition o f \Valter
Hayes to the Board of th e Cleme nts Library
Assoc iates . Formerly ed ito r of th e Sunday Dis
paUll an d associate ed itor of the Lo ndon Daii»
Mait, he joined Ford Motor Compa ny in 1962,
becoming vice chairman of the boa rd for Euro
pean o peration s and vice presiden t o f the Ford
Mot or Co mpa ny. T ran sferred to the parent
co mpa ny in Dearborn in 1980 , Mr. Hayes is cu r
rently vice president in charg e of public affairs .

Mr. Hayes an d Elizabe th , his wife, live in Ann
Arbor. They have a stro ng interest in history, in
fine printing, and are collec tors. The ir enthu
siasm fo r the Clements Lib rary has been greatly
appreciated . and it is a pleasure to welcome MT.
Ha yes to the Board .
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Educational Hospitality

II" O U R I N T f. N T IO N A L em phasis in th e Quarto
upon acq uisitions, we undo ubtedly give the im
pression tha t co llec ting is o u r only functio n . It is
bu t on e o f ma ny, not the least of wh ich is se rving
a very broad public at th e Univers ity and a t large.

10 spite of the sedat e appearance of the build
ing . the Cleme nts is a remarka bly busy place .
During the 1982- 3 fa ll/wi n ter te rms, fac ulty
membe rs from a wide ra nge of fields bro ugh t
classes for an introduction to the Clements' hold
ings. Su ch meetings are o ftc n followed up with

ex te nsive lib ra ry use by in divid ua l st uden ts.
Traditionall y the largest n umber come fro m his
tory. En glish . library scie nce, ed ucation , and
ge og raphy. but there are also students fro m ar t,
a rch itect u re . music, and the natural scie nces.

The Lih ra ry sta ff held its ann ua l o pen house
fo r new grad uat e studen ts in Sep tember and has
been working clos ely with stu d ents and fac u lty
members usin g Clemen ts ma terial as th e basis for
special proj ects. T h ree ad vanced courses in ea rly
American histo ry are meeting regula rly at the
Libra ry th is se mes ter: Grad uate students in the
museu m p ractice progra m, under sta ff supe r
vision , arc preparing an ex hibit on Nat ive Amer
icans wh ich will be shown at the An Mu seum.
acco mpan ied by an exhibit a t th e Libra ry.

The C lem e nts has active ly pa rt ici pa ted in
programs d esigned for p rofession al arc h ivists
and librar ians. A Special Libraries Associa tion
session was held at th e Libra ry in th e ea rly sum
mer, and th e Mid -west Arch ives Confe rence met
hc re thi s past fa ll. A d elcga tion ofa rch ivists fro m
the People's Republic of Ch ina visited us in Sep
tember. The U nivers ity libra r ians' staff asso
ciat ion rece ntl y toured the bu ild ing.

A variety o f p rograms have been o ffered to
gro ups outsid e th e acade mic comm u nit y. T he
Library freq uen tly en te rt ai ns al u m ni gro u ps,
and individual staff members are often ca lled
upon to spea k to alumni cha p ters . Pat riotic
organ iza tions - the DAR . the Society Daugh ters
of Colo n ia l Wars, th e Military Ord e r o f the Pur
ple Heart-have had programs p repa red by th e
sta ll in recent mon ths. Public service o rgan iza
tions, including Rot a ry, the Civic Club and the
Salvation Army. were also give n tours or in for
mal ta lks relat ing to th e Library. The Dickens
Fellowshi p held its an n ua l Ch r istmas p rog ram
here. The Michi gan Map Socie ty and the Anti
qu arian Book Society of An n Arbor meet quite
re gular ly in the Library on weekday even ings.

Perhaps the Clements' most popula r ed uca
tio nal service is its exhib its , which d raw literally
thousands o f visito rs each yea r. The current ex 
hibit, "Ad vice for All Seasons: Earl)' Am erican
Almanacs" was the bas is for lectu res given to
u ndergradua te s in America n lit e ra ture . A t
Ch ristmas, an ex h ibit ion showing th e origi n and
evo lu tio n of "T he Night Before Christmas,"
from 1833 to 1983, brou ght hundreds of visitors
to th e Lib ra ry. T he Cleme nts plans to co n tin ue
th is part o f its program in the com ing yea r with
ex hibits on a va r iety o f themes : th e image of th e
Ind ian in Am erica. witch cra ft. the Peace T rea ty
o f 1783 , German Americana, Christmas, and
ea rly American cookbooks.



South ofthe Border

IN Scott's Campaign in Mexico (Charleston, S.C.,
1849), H. judge Moore offers a thorough,
workmanlike treatment of the war's events from
the American army's rendezvous at the Lobos
Islands in February, 1847, to Santa Anna's retreat
from Puebla in October of the following year.
The author relied heavily on official reports for
his narrative.

But Moore, a Southern gentleman serving in
the South Carolina Palmetto Regiment, main
tains a very engaging style. His observations on
Mexican culture are free of jingoistic asides and
filled with an astute appreciation of the personal
contacts induced by war on foreign soil.

After the taking of Vera Cruz, Winfield Scott
marched the army through the interior. succes
sively occupying jalapa, Perote, and Puebla. At
each of these stops Moore recorded his views on
the climate, terrain, and vegetation. Yet he was
most interested in the Mexican people, their
habits and dress, food and drink.

Understandably, and in true Southern fashion,
he is impressed with the ladies, in whom he sees
"an indescribable spirituality, an ethereal embod
iment of all that man has learned to love and
admire about their beauty, which beggars all de
scription, and defies every attempt at transfer
ring any just conceptions of it to paper." Still,
Moore does his best, describing warmly not only
the finely attired upper-class women, hut "The
Baker Girl of Alvarado" and "The Beautiful In
dian Girl of Perote."

In Perote, Moore "had an opportunity of in
specting more minutely the celebrated maquey
plant, or American Aloe, from which the univer
sal Mexican drink called pulque is produced. It
has a whitish appearance, something like a mix
ture of milk and water, and has a ropy adhesive
quality while in the first stages of fermentation,
and at first is very unpleasant to the taste and
smell." Moore had little trouble accustoming
himself, and he spent many happy hours in the
local pulquerias. The second most popular bever
age was mescal, "a very hot, fiery liquor." He noted
that "When a Senor and Senora call at the shop
for their refreshments, they order two glasses to
be filled, and the wife taking one, gently tastes it
by touching it with her lips, and then hands it to
her husband, then she takes her own glass and
they both drink together; sometimes they repeat,
the wife always tasting the husband's glass before
either drink. judging from my casual observa
tions, I should say that the Mexicans, as a nation,
are generally rather moderate drinkers, but

when they do take a notion to indulge, they
mostly prefer the pulque, as it is more wholesome
and pleasant to the taste, and the 'pains and
penalties' of getting sober are not so unpleasant
as from that of stronger drinks."

Moore thought highly of Mexican food, in
cluding the simple fare so familiar to us today.
"The most ordinary comestibles that are sold in
the market are thefri:ioles, or boiled beans, and
tortillas, which are a kind of corn pancake with
out salt or seasoning of any kind, and chile soup,
which is made principally of red pepper, boiled
with beef or mutton: the pepper makes it look as
red as wine, and although rather hot for unin
itiated palates, yet it is quite a savory dish when
one becomes accustomed to it. The tortilla is
made ofcorn soaked in warm water impregnated
with lye, until it becomes soft, when it is ground
by the women upon a hand mill, which process,
instead of making meal, forms into a lump of
dough; it is then made into thin cakes, and baked
in a large earthen pan or ladle made for the
purpose ... A glass ofpulque, half a dozen tortil
las, and a plate of chile soup, taken twice a day, is
quite enough, making a most hearty and luxuri
ous meal."

This account of one soldier's brief service in
the Mexican War is a fair treatment, interesting
and unusual in its outlook. Moore even has some
words of admiration for "the great Mexican
chieftain, Santa Anna." As war narrative and cul
tural commentary, it is an excellent addition to
our shelves.

The Humanities

IN AN ECONOMlf:ALLY depressed world which
nov..' is putting primary emphasis upon technol
ogy and jobs , are the liberal arts a threatened part
of the educational curriculum? This is a serious,
timely, and emotionally charged issue on Amer
ica 's campuses, but it is not a new one, as we are
reminded by a recently acquired sermon. The
pamphlet, by the way, is only the second known
copy.

The Reverend James Horrocks, a graduate of
Trinity College, Cambridge, was master of the
grammar school connected with the College of
William and Mary when he was requested by the
vestry of Petsworth Church, Gloucester County,
Virginia, to deliver an appropriate address, On
the Peace (Williamsburg, 1763), at the conclusion
ofthe French and Indian War.

Education was one of the topics covered in his
far-ranging sermon, and his worries are of coo-



tempora ry substance , a lthou gh antiquated III

ex pressIOn .
" In respect o f the p resent Method of Ed uca

tio n pers u 'd hy far th e grea te r Part a mongst us,
will it nOI a p pear 10 a th oughtful Person likel y 10

take a n un ha p py T u rn? The Attention of th e
Ge neral ity seems particu larly directed to th ose
paris of use ful Knowledge , as they may be ca ll'd ,
whic h will tu rn o ut to so me immediat e Accou nt
of Pro fit , a nd Advan tage, whic h will mak e some
quick Re turn o f a solid, lucrative Na tu re to th e ir
Possesso r , whi lst those more truly use ful Arts,
and valuable St udies, wh ich polish , and hu ma n
ize Mank ind , which raise the Ge n ius, and wh ich
mend thc Hea rt , which inspire the noble Prill
cip les of Probity a nd Hono ur , whi ch in short la y
th e Fou ndatio n of every privat e , a nd public Vir
tu e , whil st th ese , I say, lie neglected a nd over
look'd . as a ltogcther unnecessary to a Youth 's
futu re Advancemen t, a nd Success in th e World.

" Instead o f th is what is th ere substituted? Per
haps I am no t fa r from th e T ru th , as it is no t m y
Design to he so, whe n I observe th at a littl e
Kn owledge in Figu res a nd Accounts, a Smatter
in g of th e Mathemati cs, a nd a tolerable Acquain
tance with the peculiar Business of th e Coun try,
mak e up th e Su m total o f th e Learning o f I kn ow
not how man y. On su ch Things as th ese then
your Mind s IIIl1st always be employ'd, or Time
will hang ex l remely heavy on your hands.. .."

Th e Birds, Ants, and Bees

A SIN(;U:, hut a ppa re nt ly unique issu e ofa ne ws
pape r e nt itled The True Union, Or Scientific Social
i, l (H untsvi lle, Indiana , Dec., 1865) which came
o ur way recently, p roposes a n alternat e politica l
a nd socia l syste m whic h mi ght have fo u nd a mo re
res ponsive fo llowi ngacentury la ter in th e I960·s.

M.T . Conan t, A.C. Rock well , and T homas
Cook, founders of a wo u ld -be commu ne "on
Sp ring River , in the C herokee neutral land " of
Kansas, set fort h their id eas.

" \Ve adopt, as the great fundamental p rinci
ples, 0 11 which to build our Tem p le of humanity,
LoVE,JUSTICt:, FREEIX)M and EQUAl.ITY. T here
fo re, since all will be equal, th ere will be no Pri est,
Kin g, Presid ent, Gover nor o r o ther human ru l
e rs, no Maste r a nd Slave, no Husband a nd Wi fe ,
a nd no Landlord a nd Tena nt. But each membe r ,
male or fe male . will be self-governed , guided
o nly hy the Law or Spirit of Na tu re, as is seen
manifested through the bison, th e bird, th e a nt
and the bee . T ha i is, it will be perfectl y natural ,

a nd eac h one and th e wh ol e will he d irected by
th e power of their ow n inspiration : whi ch how
ever is but another name for inst inct.

"Conseq uen tly n o membe r o f this O rd er will
be held respons ible for 'the d eed s d o ne in the
hod y' to a ny o ther person, po we r , co u r-t o r
tr ibunal, sa ve thei r ow n co nsc ience; which we
believe 10 be th e j udgment seal of God ."

H eaven o n earth. perhaps, bu t o ne wo uld have
to lind a grou p of angels to make such a society
func tio n p roperly!

Electioneering

THE CELLUI.OIll CAMPAIGN B UrI"ON dates from
nea r the e nd o f th e nineteenth ce nt ury, a m i co in
like ca m paign tokens had co me in to existence in
th e J acksnnian Period 0 1" th e 1820's. Cou ld it be
th a t it was not A me r ica ns b ut Britis h e ntre
preneurs who fir st g rasped the po ssible pro fits
from American political ri valry?

A rece nt ly acquired le tt e r of Se nator Sa m uel
Lath am Mitchiil to hi s wife , dated in 180 7 when
the Un ite d State s was pract ically at wa r with Eng
land , must record one o f th e very earl ies t ex 
a m p les of co m me morative e p hemera aimed -a t
a n upcoming Presidential co ntest :

"T he had condition of my Razo rs rendered it
necessary for me to buy new o nes. And I may
inform yo u th at these Ut ensils a re mad e use of
fo r the purposes o f Fame a nd Politics. O rders are
sent fr o m this place to Sheffiel d , the grea t manu
factory of hard ware in En gland , for Razo rs 10 be
manufactured to su it th e two pre va ilin g parties
in th e U.S. a nd th e y came fo rth with approp riate
Words elega ntly burnish ed on o ne side of th eir
Blad es. For the Republicans, th ese instru ments
a re adorned with the Wo rds 'a t rue J e ffe rsonian ,'
a nd fo r th e Federalists with 'a true \ Vashi ng
ronian,' a nd more recently to favou r the p re ten
sio ns of the Secreta ry of State LO the Pre sid ential
C hair, Ra zors are so ld he re in great Nu mbers
with the Words, 'a true Mad iso nian ' superbly
legible on th e steel."

Mirchi ll noted that " It is in this way that the
Printin g of Ca llieo C urta ins, the figuri ng o f Staf
fors hi re C rocke ry , a nd th e cas ting of Gy ps u m
Medallions have all been instru mental in p rocur
illg renown for ce r ta in persons." li e pu rchased
both a J effe rsonian and a Madi sonian model,
" o bse rvin g to th e Seller , that Clintonians &
Smi thians ought to be manufactured , for th e two
Ca nd idates nominated by some for Pres' & Vice
Pres' at the next Ele ction."
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