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•• • " I must inform you that you were yesterday
unanimously chosen Paymaster General with the pay
of 100 Dollars pr month, if I do not misremember."

• • • " I send you a Curiosit y. Mr MKean is mistaken
in a day or two. the final Vote of Independence. after
the last deb ate. was passed on the ad or third of
July. and the Declaration prepared and Signed on
the 4th.

"What are we to think of H istory? When in less
than .jo Years Such Di versities appear in the
Memories of living Persons who were Witnesses."

J O H N ADAMS. (1735- 1826) Signer from
Massachusett s. Autograph Letter sign ed.
Quincy, February 2, 1814. To Mercy War.
reno

SAMUEL ADAMS. (1722- 1803) Signer from
Massachusetts. Autograph Letter signed .
Philadelphia, July 29, 1775. T o Colonel
Warren.

The exhibition was opened on J uly 5 with
a specia l showing for members of the His
tory Department and the Department's grad
ua te studen ts. The following evening, we
di splayed the collection at a reception in
honor of the staff and students of the De
partment of L ibra ry Scien ce. During the
fal l, n umerous groups of junior high school
and high sehool pupils visited the Library
to see the exhibition. Associates received spe·
cia l inv itations to visit the exhibition on the
mornings of home foo tball games.

For more than a h un dred years col
lectors of American manuscripts and letters
have pleasured themselves with attempts to
gather collections of letters written by the
high-minded men who voted for and signed
the Declara tion of Independen ce. T he form
in g of such sets has not been easy. Several
Signers wrote and signed few documen ts
which have survived our hundred and sev
enry-five years of Independence. Hundreds
and hundreds of sets have been put together
lacking on ly the signa tures of two men
Button Gwinnett and Thomas Lynch, J r .
Today, there are bel ieved to be thirty-fou r
complete sets.

T he d ist inguished coll ection exhibited at
the Clements Library and descr ibed in this
catalogue was loaned to us by Dr Joseph E.
Fields, a Clements Li brary Associate of
Joliet, Illinois. Dr Fi elds h as worked for
many years trying to bring h is collection of
Signers as close 10 perfection . as poss ible .
(Perfection would be fifty-six autograph let
ters, signed , written on J ul y 4, 1776, describ
ing the writers' reasons, emotions. or actions
when sign ing th e great docurnent.) Fail
ing impossible perfection, Dr Fields has
gathered letters wi th important contents.
typical of their wri ters. writte n as close to

J uly 4, 1776, as possible.

A CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS
BY SIGNERS OF THE

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE



JOSIAH BARTLETT. (172!r1795) Signer from New
Hampshire. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia.
July 14. 1776. To Mrs. Bartlett. .

* ... "But I hope &: trust that the Supreme Disposer of all Events,
who loveth Justice &: hateth iniquity will Continue to favor OUl

righteous Cause and that the wickedness of our Enemies will fall
on their own heads."

CARTER BRAXTON. (1736-1797) Signer from Vir
ginia. Autograph Letter signed. Cherry Cook. July 7.
1777. To Mr. Hudson.

..... "Business as usual." It is difficult to read into this letter anv
awareness of war, except in the remark, "Your Iron is here in
great demand as far as fift), or sixty pounds a Ton . ....

CHARLES CARROLL of Carrollton. (1737-1832)
Signer from Maryland. Autograph Letter signed. Bal.
tirnore, February 15, 1827. To John P. Paca.

• ... "Your father &: myself were always on the very best terms,
our political views &: principles were ever in unison, we signed at
the same time the declaration of Independence."

SAMUEL CHASE. (1741-1811) Signer from Maryland.
. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia, July 20, 1776.
To Philip Schuyler.

• ... "The Bearer hereof Capt. Johnson is not the person accused
of 'plunder ..... The note also contains an autograph manu
scnpt statement signed by Charles Carrol of Carrollton. Thus. in
a 1776 letter, there are signatures of two Signers!

ABRAHAM CLARK. ('726-1794) Signer [rom. New
Jersey. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia, Aug
ust ~, 1776. To James Caldwell,

• to " August 2 was the first day on which the engrossed copy of
the Declaration was ready for the signatures of the Signers.

GEORGE CLYMER. (173!r1813) Signer from Penn
sylvania. Autograph Letter signed. Jamaica Plains,
September 4, 1774. To Samuel Meredith.

• •• "But if other Provinces are too backward, [Massachusetts]
is fully ripe in every part, nothing but the most guarded Conduct
on the part of the General [Thomas Gage] can secure its quiet,
for the least movement of the Troops will be followed by a gen~

eral Insurrection."

WILLIAM ELLERY. (1727-1820) Signer from Rhode
Island. Autograph Letter signed. Newport, January
19. 1804. To James Madison.

" •• "I am Informed that measures have been devised or are
devising to procure my removal (rom Office-What allegations
have been or may be made against me to accomplish this purpose
I don't know, and therefore cannot undertake to invalidate them."

WILLIAM FLOYD. ('734-1821) Signer from New
York. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia, Janu·
ary 5, '779' Recipient unnamed.

• •• "The publications of Mr Dean, and Mr Paine make a great
talk in this place, and I am affraid will throw Congress and the
people at Large into violent parties."

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. (1706-1790) .Winer from
Pennsylvania. Autograph Note signed. Philadelphia,
August 26, 1776. To Colonel Bull,

• •• The letter is franked by Franklin "B Free Franklin."

ELBRIDGE GERRY. (1744-1814) Signer from Massa
chusetts. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia. Oc
tober 4. 1776. Recipient unnamed.

"" • "" "Great Delays have taken place in ye marine Departl.nent,
I am sure it is high Time to adopt a Plan for a Board of Admiralty
that can be obliged to attend the Business."

BUTTON GWINNETT. (1732-1777) Signer from
Georgia. Document signed. [November 5. L;6L.]

* •• The document is part of a leaf from "The Orders and Rules
of the Charity-School for Boys in the Parish of Wolverhampton"
It is signed by Gwlunett as one of the "Subscribers" of the insti 
tution.

LYMAN HALL. (1724-1790) Signer from Georgia.
Autograph Letter signed. Pedee, South Carolina,
January 25,1780. Recipient unnamed.

• .... Request for a flag to permit Mr. Miller to pass through the
lines.

JOHN HANCOCK. (1737-1793) Signer from Massa
chusetts. Autograph Letter signed, Philadelphia, De
cember 2, '776. To Governor Cooke.

.. ... "The Inclos'd Resolutions I Transmit you by order of
Congress."

BENJAMIN HARRISON. (1726-'791) Signer from
Virginia. Autograph Letter signed. Beckley, James
River, January 14, 1779. To Jonathan Hudson.

i< ..... In this letter, Harrison offers Hudson "one of the finest and
fastest sailing Vessels ever built in America" which he expects to
finish building in May. The ship was to have been fitted for
eighteen guns.

JOHN HART. (1707?-1779) Signer [rom New Jersey .
. Autograph Document signed. January I, 1778.

'" •• A receipt in favor of Col. Jacob Drake.

JOSEPH HEWES. (1730-1779) Signer from North
Carolina. Autograph ,Letter signed. Philadelphia.
June 5, 1775. To Samuel Johnston.

~ • to "I am exceedingly uneasy (so are my Colleagues) not that
I think we arc doing any thing but what Necessity will Justify,
hut I fear we shall be obliged to promise for our Colouy much
more than.. it will perform and perhaps more than it is able to
hear .. .

THOMAS HEYWARD, JR. (1746-1809) Signer from
South Carolina. Autograph Letter signed. White
Hall, August 20, 1799. Recipient unnamed.

.... The letter contains Heyward's promise to attend Court when
necessary.

WILLIAM HOOPER. (1742-1790) Signer from North
Carolina. Autograph Letter signed. No place, no
date. Recipient unnamed.

..... This excellent war letter contains a strong plea for filling
the North Carolina regiments.

STEPHEN HOPKINS. (1707-1785) Signer irom Rhode
Island. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia, July
6, 1775. To Ruth G. Hopkins.

'l .. .,. "You r Mother has been poorly this Three Weeks taken
first with a feaver and nux a common disorder here at that
Time . . . ..

FRANCIS HOPKINSON. (1737-1791) Signer from
New Jersey. Autograph Letter signed. Borden Town,
November '4, '777. To George Washington.

*' '" .,. "The Intimacy of my Connection with Mr. Duche renders
all assurances unnecessary Olat the Letter eddressed by him to
your _Excellency on the 8th of Octr last. gave me the greatest
Concern."



SAMUEL HUNTING TON. (1731-1 796) Signer from
Connecti cut. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia,
January 19, 1776. To Jabez Huntington.

• I SUPIKlSe before this )'O U will receiv e the d isagree-
able News of th e Death of the Brave General Montgom ery in
the unsuccessful attempt to Scale th e Cit)' of Qu ebec."

THOMAS JEFFERSON. ( '713-1826) Signer from Vir
ginia. Autograph Letter sign ed. Monticello, October
17, 1800. To General S. Smith.

• •• " Mr. Yznardi had asked me to accep t two casks ot win e.
my answer men tion ed that I ha d made it a rule to accep t 110

presen ts while in public office: that as th is rule was general i t
could not give o ffence to an ybody: '

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE. (1734- 1797) Signer
from Virgin ia. Autograph Letter sign ed. Philadel
phia, January 22, 1776. To Landon C-arter.

..... "The French &: Spaniards do not seem Inclined to furnish
us with military stores. Their politics plainly lend. 10 drive us to
extrem ity, that we may be forced to b reak olI all connection wit h
G.B. and join with th em , which th ey kn ow, not hing but hard
necessity em ever effect. indeed the Min ist ry appear determi ned
to leave us no alternative, but absolu te submission , or fore ign
assista nce. which will be your choice my frie nd ? will it not be
wise, in time to leave a peo ple who are so corrupt, tha t their
rui n must be inevita bl e?"

RICHARD HENRY LEE. (1756-1818) Signer from
Virginia. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia,
March 25, 1776. To Charles Lee.

• •• "Gen. Washington entered Boston this day senn igh t, th e
enemy having quitt ed it with S()TUe precipitation , and apparent
ap prehension of being disturbed iu th eir retreat,"

FRANCIS LEWIS. (1713-1803) Signer from N ew York.
Autograph Letter signed. Ph iladelphia, Augusl 2 .

1775. Recipient unnamed.
• •• " [ h ave th e honor to in fonn ~ ou that this morning the Con
gress adjourned . • . and immedia tely the mem bers (except those
from So Carolina) sell of for the Ca mp at Cambridge."

PHILIP LIVINGSTON. (1716-1778) Signer from Nem
York. Autograph Letter sign ed. Hurly, March 8. 177s'
Recipient unnamed.

• •• "the La te Intended Expedition to Canada wd Make a .Mo~t

Glorious Fa rce (Genl. Gat es the Pr incipal Actor) If it was not to
Seri ous a ~fatlr. to Ri dicule."

THOMAS LYNCH, JR. (174g-1779) Signer from
South Carolina . Signat ure " Ly nch." [After 1766.]

• •• This t in y d ipped signature is from a volu me of Swift's Works
(Londo n , J766) which passed from the Sign er to h is siste r and
rema ined in her fami ly unt il lat e in the nin eteenth centu ry. From
the Lyman C. Draper, Charles F. Gun ther, and Chi cago Historical
Society collections.

THOMAS McKEAN. (1734-18 17) Signer from Dela
W aJ·C. Autograph Letter , signa ture torn out, another
supplied. Philadelphia, January, 181.1. To John
Adams.

• •• "On th e 1St of July 1776 the q uestion was taken in the
Committ ee of th e whole of Congress. when Pennsylvania, rep re·
sented by seven members , then p resent. voted aga inst it . . .
Delaware (having only two p resent, n amely myself 8.: 'Mr R ead)
was divided; al1 th e other Stat es vot ed in favor of it . The report
was delayed until th e ath and in the meantime J sen t an express
for Cesar Rodney to Dover in th e County of Ken t in Delaware,
a t my private expcm:e, whom J met at th e Stat e H ouse door on
the 4th of July in h is Boots; he resided eighty mil es from the cit )',
and just arrived as Congress me l. The question was taken, Dela-

ware voted in favor of Independen ce;-Pennsylvani a (there be in g
on ly five membe rs present . .. ) vot ed for it .. . Then the thir
teen Sta tes were unanimou s in favor of Independence ."

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. (1742-1787) Sign er from
South Carolina. Autograph Letter. Charleston, Sep
tember S' 1775. To William Henry Drayton.

• •• "If you should not find it hot en ou gh up your way, pray
hasten down for in all probability we shall have warm work here
e 'er Jong-It is con fiden tly said Transports 8.: Frigates will be here
soon." Middleton very rarely sign ed his letter s.

LEWIS MORRIS. (1726-1798) Signer from New York.
Autograph Letter signed. No place, t782. To
Nathanael Greene.

• •• "And now m y Dear Genl , I m ost sincerely congratula te you,
on the evacu ation of Charlestown, how ha p py mu st you be after
all you r toils and fatigues .. , ..

ROBERT MORRIS. (173'1- 1806) Signer from Penn
sylvania. Autograph Letter sign ed. Manheim. May
8, 1778. To Jonathan Hudson.

• •• " It appears to m e that a French \Var is inevitable , or else
Great Brit a in mu st acknowledge ou r Indepe nd en ce on the same
liberal &: gen erous princi ples tha t the French have do ne, and
altho' they may be glad to do this hereafter, yet I do not think
the Pride 8.: Dign ity of that Nation can no w be sufficiently
humbled, to do it a t this era,'

JOHN MORTON. (1724?-t777) Signer from Penn
sylvania. Document signed. Philadelphia, February
23, 1776.

• ... The document is "An Act to enable the Keepers of Re cords
in the Counties of Philadelphia and Chester to remove them to
more safe and convenient Places: ' It is signed by Morton as
Speaker of the House. It is also sign ed by Joseph Shippen and
J ohn Penn.

THOMAS NELSON, JR. (1738-1 789) Signer from
Jlirginia. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia,
August 13, 1776. To John Page.

• •• "To increase our mi sfortunes, the Mili tia th a t went from
this Province, I believe chieOy from th is City , are deserting by
Companies from Staten Island . . . Notwithstanding th ese
disadvantages I think we shall maintain our ground ."

WILLIAM PACA. (1740-1799) Signer from Maryland.
Autograph Letter signed. Annapolis, February 14,
178I. Addressed "Gentlemen."

• •• Under a strict construction of the Constitution, hca felt
obliged to serve on a committee to which he ha d been appointed..

ROBERT TREAT PAINE. (1731-181 4) Signer from
Massachus etts. Autograph Letter signed. Albany,
November 21,1775. To Philip Schu yler.

• ... "This da y I arrived here in Company with Mr. Langdon who
together with Mr. Robert R Livingstone arc a Committee from
the Congress to repair to you & consult divers matters mentioned
in your Letters to the Congress."

JOHN PENN. (1741- 1788) Signer from North Caro
lina. Autograph Letter signed . No place, October 6,
1777. To Richard Caswell.

• •• "Tbls minute we had an express from Head Quarters & are
In form ed that General Washi ngton had ha rangued his Army wh o
promised to follow him wh er e he pleased , the exp ress says:'

GEORGE READ. (1733- 1798) Signer from Delaware.
Autograph Letter signed. No place [October, 1776l
To General Rodney.

• ... "A Committee of Ten is employed in the drafting [of] a
declaration of rights:'



CAESAR RODNEY. (1728-1784) Signer from Dela
ware. Autograph Letter signed. Ph iladelphia. May
' 7.1 776. T o Thomas Rodney.

* ~ .. "I nclo sed I have Sent you the prin ted Copy of the Resolu tion
of Congress mentioned in m y last-Most of those here who are
tenued the Cool Cisiderate Men think it amou nts to a d eclara -
tion of Independence-It cer tainly Savour's of it ..

GEORGE ROSS. (1730-1779) Signer from Pennsyl
vania. Autograph Letter signed. No place. January
14. 1770. To Cad. Morris.

• ... R o ss was try-jo g to adjust his accounts with the es tate o f a
Mr. Cameron in this letter.

BENJAMIN RUSH. (1745- 1813) Signe r from Pennsyl
vania. Au tograph Letter signed . Philadelphia. Ma y
27. 1776. T o Mrs. Julia R ush.

• •• Am ong American love letter s. those of Benjam in Ru sh stand
very h igh . T his charming exa mp le was wr itten during Mrs.
Rush's absence from home. " I did not know ' t ill since we pa rted
h ....w nlUm )'OU we're a pan o f. m yself , and I feel some Abatemen t
of my Affection fOT my coun try when I reflec t that even She
has deprived me of an hour of my dear Julia 's Company."

EDWARD RUTLEDGE. (1749-1800) Signer from
S o u th Ca rolin a . Autograpll Letter signed . N o place ,
November 6, 1776. Recipient unnamed ; possibly
George Washington.

• • • This most in teresting letter offers the rec ip ient warm su p '
port in Congress, where "you have sustain'd {or a. length o( Time
an unco m mon Load o f Calumn y,"

ROGER SHERMAN. (1721 -1793) Signer from Con
necticut. Autograph Letter sign ed. Haven , October
15. 1776. T o George Wa shington.

• •• "And rew Gilman wh o has th e care o f a pa rty of Penob scot
Indian s on thei~ march to J oyn the Arm y under Your Excellency's
Comma nd appl ied to Govern or T r umble & the Council to furnish
him with some mon ey . . . ..

JAM~ SMITH. (1719-1806) Signer from Pen nsyl
vanza. Autograph Letter signed. York, April 28. 1802.
To Jasper Yeates.

. : • Smi th had in llesli~ted ~ case of trespass ~n lands owned by
himself and Yeates a nd III this Iener reports Ius find ings.

RICHARD STOCKTON. (1730-1781) Sign er from
New Jersey. Autograph Letter signed. Morven. Oc
tober 12. 1775. To Benjam in Rush.

••• R us!l. was Stockton 's s~m.ill · Jaw; he had appa rently sent
some political tracts a.s a gIft [o r wh ich Stockton thanks him
warmly.

THOMAS ST ONE. (1743- 1787) Signer from M ary
land. A u tograph L etter sign ed, llabenleventure

l

July 8. 1782. To his brother.
••.• This letter con ta ins an amusing description of a sulkey
which Stone wanted made for hi s own use to fit h is size.

GEORGE TAYLOR. (1716-'781) Signer [rom Penn
S1h",.nio.. ~'Oi~~V?'" U~~, ":"1','''''''. \)V?' :''''i'.''''' \\. \u\'j

13. 1769. To Thomas Wharton .
• • • Taylor was concerned with the fina nci ng of the Pennsyl
vania Hospital which is the subject of the letter.

MATTHEW THORNTON. (1714-1803) Signer from
New H ampshire. Autograph Letter sign ed. [London
derry. 1782.] To the Rev. Mr. Belknap.

Ii *' ... Belknap had apparen t ly sent ;1 series of nine questions
about Londonderry wh ich Thornton answers in this letter.

GEORGE WALTON. (1741-1809) Signer from
Georgia. Autograph Letter signed . No place. Febru
ary 8, 1780. R ecipient unnamed.

• •• wat ton here protest s th e removal of the Georgia govern ·
men t to Sou th Carolina .

WILLIAM WHIPPLE. (1730-'785) Signer from N ew
H ampsh ire . A u tograph Lette r signed . Philad elphia,

April 21. 17;6. T o Joshua Brackett.
... ..... "By the Iuclosd papen You11 see the Disposition of the
Sou the rn Coloni es, with Regard to Independ en ce. I need not tell
yuu the Disp osit ion uf the Northern Colonies. Wh en you are sure
there is a weigh t, somewhere, & find the End s are free , it will not
requi re a Newtonian head to determine the weight must be in the
Middl e. H owever there is no doubt with me but th ese difficulti~
will soon be rcmovd .'

WILLIAM WILLIAMS. (1731-1811) Signer from Con
necricur. Autograph L etter s igned. Leban o n , Jul y 3 .
1776. To J oseph Trumbull.

.. ......"T he Govr having reed th e most p n."Ssing Requests from
Gen l W ashingt on , to hasten the Ba t talion s of Mili tia rahsing h ere
(or the Relief of New York (wh ich is also oompl ying to our utmost
Efforts ) yet fearing it will be possib le to get more of them there
in Season , (the Saut e are beginning to ma rch) He with the Council
of Safet y now Sit tin g; have order ed three Regts west of ye River,
of T roops, who wer e r~lmented ye last Assembly, pe rhaps abt 600
men , to march forthwit h , to serve untill the Milit ia Battalions
can arrive .....

JAM~ WILSON. (1742-1798) Signer from Pennsyl
vam a. Autograph Le tter signed. Philadelphia. April
18. 1780. To Aaron Lopez.

• • • " I have con"er~ with Mr Ellsworth and Mr . Ellery upon
the- SUbject of gra~ttng to. you and Cap t Wright a I'rotectlon
Ir om Congress for wlthdra wmg you r Propert y from Jamaica to the
United States."

JOHN WITHERSPOON. (1723- 1794) Signer from
N ew Jersey. Autograph Letter signed . Princeton.
February 23.1 787. To James IredelL

• • ~ ~ .. . in many Places. o~ this Country th e Languages are
very Impe rfectly taugh t &: It IS what I hale ta ken ver), much
Pains to rem edy in this Place."

OLIV~R WOLCOTI'. (1726-1797) Signer from Con
necucut. Autograph Letter signed. Philadelphia.
June 41 1776. Recipient unmlmed.

'" ~ • " I. am glad .to be in formed by you that People seem det er
milled III supporn ng the m igh ty Cause upon the Decision of whi ch
the Fate of th is a~d futu re Generations depend . ....

G EOR G E WYTHE. ('726-, 806) Signer from Virginia .
f\\l.\.~<\.\)b. ~\\~'t. ~\.gn.e...\. N() 1?\"i:\.~e . )\:\n e "l.'\. "111),.
To Robert Carter.

• ... T his let ter descri bes Wyth e 's acti ons rega rd ing a slave he.
lon gin g to the esta te of Henry Randolph.
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